
 

 

 
Notice of meeting and agenda 
 
 

Culture and Communities Committee 
 
10.00 am Thursday, 7th December, 2023 
 
Dean of Guild Court Room - City Chambers 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to attend or watch the 
webcast live on the Council’s website. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 
Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 
Email:  daniel.baigrie@edinburgh.gov.uk / louise.p.williamson@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Tel:  0131 529 4264 
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1. Order of Business 
 
1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

 

2. Declaration of Interests 
 
2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying 
the relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

 

3. Deputations 
 
3.1   If any 

 

 

4. Minutes 
 
4.1   Minute of Culture and Communities Committee of 5 October 

2023  – submitted for approval as a correct record  

 

13 - 44 

5. Forward Planning 
 
5.1   Work Programme 

 

45 - 50 

 
5.2   Rolling Actions Log 

 

51 - 100 

6. Business Bulletin 
 
6.1   Business Bulletin 

 

101 - 122 



 

 

Culture and Communities Committee - 7 
December 2023 

Page 3 of 11 

 

 

7. Executive Decisions 
 
7.1   Police Scotland - Edinburgh City Division -  Scrutiny Report - April 

to September 2023 – Report by the Executive Director of 
Corporate Services 

123 - 152 

 
7.2   Culture and Communities: Revenue Budget Monitoring 2023/24 – 

Month Five position – Report by the Executive Director of Place 
153 - 158 

 
7.3   Future Libraries – Report by the Executive Director of Place 159 - 174 
 
7.4   New Collection Centre and Museums and Galleries 

Transformation – Report by the Executive Director of Place 
175 - 220 

 
7.5   Cemetery Update - Support for Volunteer Groups and Cemetery 

Rules – Report by the Executive Director of Place 
221 - 226 

 
7.6   Craigmillar Castle Park Cemetery Commissioning Phase 2. – 

Report by the Executive Director of Place 
227 - 234 

 
7.7   Cultural Grants Funding 2018-23 – Report by the Executive 

Director of Place 
235 - 248 

 
7.8   Amplification of Sound in Public Spaces – Report by the 

Executive Director of Place 
249 - 254 

8. Routine Decisions 
 
8.1   Edinburgh Film Charter Update – Report by the Executive 

Director of Place 
255 - 272 

 
8.2   Edinburgh Million Tree City Update – Report by the Executive 

Director of Place 
273 - 286 

 
8.3   Makars’ Court: Proposed Additional Inscription for Donnchadh 

Bàn Mac an t-Saoir – Report by the Executive Director of Place 
287 - 292 

 
8.4   Museums and Galleries Edinburgh - Policies and Decolonisation 

Working Group Update – Report by the Executive Director of 
Place 

293 - 300 
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8.5   Edinburgh Libraries – No Going Back – Report by the Executive 
Director of Place 

301 - 312 

9. Motions 
 
9.1   By Councillor Walker – Fireworks 

“Committee: 

·    Condemns the events that took place in Niddrie and in 
other pockets across the city on Bonfire Night and the 
unnecessary danger this placed our emergency services 
and residents in.  

·    Agrees the need for stricter regulations on the general sale 
of fireworks to members of the public.  

·    Notes that ideally fireworks would only be permitted as part 
of organised events.  

·    Requests a report on the cost and logistics of reinstating 
Council hosted firework displays and implementing a 
firework control zone.   

·    Requests the Council Leader write to the Scottish and UK 
Government asking for the general sale of fireworks to be 
banned.” 

 

 
9.2   By Councillor Heap - Free Little Libraries 

“Council notes: 
 

1.     That Little Free Library is a worldwide movement 
that aims to improve access to reading by promoting 
the installation of Little Free Libraries by local residents 
and community groups.   

2.     That Little Free Libraries are usually small, 
weather-proof boxes that are installed in public spaces 
and where communities can donate and collect free 
books (See Appendix 1), and that some have additional 
facilities such as mobile device charging points  

3.     That there are 9 such libraries registered on the 
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LFL website in Edinburgh, and more registered on the 
Edinburgh Tool Library website.  

4.     The West and South of the city appear to lack 
LFLs compared to other areas (See Appendix 2)  

5.     The positive work of the Edinburgh Tool Library 
has done to help build and install the libraries  

6.     That 500,000 children across the UK do not own a 
book  

Council believes:  

1.     That an expansion in the number of Little Free 
Libraries would play a role in broadening access to 
reading in the city  

Actions  

Committee requests:  

1.     A report is presented to the Culture and 
Communities Committee within 2 cycles outlining what 
the Council can do to help local residents and 
community groups install a Little Free Library in their 
local area, including:  

a.     Support in identifying appropriate locations, 
including any appropriate Council-owned sites  

b.     Support in identifying areas of the city 
without LFLs  

c.     Support from appropriately-trained Council 
staff to build and/or install LFLs  

d.     Support for the Edinburgh Tool Library to 
continue to assist communities to create LFLs  

e.     Assistance to ensure LFLs are accessible 
to all members of the community  

f.      Grant funding to meet the modest costs of 
building and installing a LFL  

g.     Small donations of books from the Library 
Service and other appropriate parts of the 
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Council  

h.     Any other issues officers deem relevant”  
 
9.3   By Councillor Osler – Right to Grow 

“Committee notes: 

1. The ongoing cost of living crisis faced by many of 
Edinburgh’s residents and that amongst other things, this 
can impact the ability to afford good quality fresh food 

2. that Edinburgh has a shortage of allotments and that 
demand far exceeds supply 

3. that the last update it received on Allotment and Food 
Growing Provision was in November 2020. 

4. the positive mental and physical wellbeing of communities 
coming together to grow food, and  

5. that in October 2023, Hull City Council unanimously 
passed a “right to grow” motion, on Council-owned land 
that is deemed suitable for cultivation. 

Committee asks: 

6. For a report in three cycles looking into the possibility of 
whether Edinburgh could also adopt “a right to grow” policy 
on Council-owned land that is deemed suitable for 
cultivation, and  

For a Business Bulletin update in two cycles on Allotment and 
Food Growing Provision” 

 

 
9.4   By Councillor Thornley – Neighbourhood Networks 

“Committee notes;  

1.  That Governance, Risk and Best Value Committee recently 
received a briefing note showing that only 4 of 13 
Neighbourhood Networks across the city meet regularly.  

2.  That Neighbourhood Networks can be complicated and 
inaccessible bodies for many and are frequently overly 
dependent upon a few key people to remain operational. 

3.  That Neighbourhood Networks replaced the 
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Neighbourhood Partnership model in 2019. 

4.  The obligations placed upon the Council by the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015. 

5.  The stated desire in the Council Business Plan 2023-27 to 
‘evolve Community Councils and Neighbourhood Networks 
to ensure they provide communities with direct input”. 

6.  That in some cases, Community Grants Funding is 
connected to Neighbourhood Networks, but not in others. 

7.  That no updates are currently provided on what is 
supported by Community Grants Funding, what criteria are 
required to be met to secure funding, and there for what is 
being achieved within communities. 

8.  A review of both Neighbourhood Networks and Community 
Grants Funding is currently ongoing 

Therefore;  

9.    Requests a report, within three cycles, providing an 
evaluation of the current situation of our Neighbourhood 
Networks and Community Grants Funding, including a 
judgement of the success of the current model, 
suggestions for how community engagement could be 
improved, barriers to that engagement removed, 
processes simplified to improve accessibility and how 
participatory budgeting can be preserved and enhanced.” 

 
9.5   By Councillor McFarlane – Third Party Cultural Grants 

“Committee:  

1.1 Notes that at the October meeting of Culture and 
Communities the committee approved in principle the 
continuation of the three-year Strategic Partnerships Funding 
Programme  

  

1.2 Understands that fifteen of these partners are also currently 
funded by Creative Scotland (with others potentially applying) and 
that they should expect to understand the outcome of their three-
year funding applications in 2024 for implementation from April 
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2025. The award level will likely impact the sustainability and 
output of our cultural partners. 

1.3 Recognises the limited officer resource within the council to 
manage and oversee the grant programme and therefore thanks 
officers for their ongoing hard work and relationship building with 
the sector meaning the programme has been aligned to the new 
city culture strategy outcomes and has been further enhanced by 
sector feedback. 

1.3.1 Committee further recognises the extraordinary output of 
our strategic partners achieved despite the increasingly 
challenging financial circumstances. 

1.4 Whilst recognising the limitations of the current budget and 
officer resource allocation for this programme, committee agrees 
that there may need to be some adjustments made to the three-
year Strategic Partnerships Funding Programme after Year 1 to 
consider: 

• Potential impact (positive or negative) of future CEC 
budget decisions relating to the Third-Party Cultural Grants 
Fund for following financial years. 

• Proposed levels of Creative Scotland support for these 
organisations. 

• The potential opportunity to align CEC and Creative 
Scotland multi-year funding cycles. 

• Ongoing understanding through dialogue and engagement 
with the Council’s Third-Party Cultural Partners monitoring 
their sustainability considering the many pressures faced 
by the sector (most acutely felt by building based 
organisations) including inflation, the continued impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, obligations to meet Fair Work First 
and climate adaption.  

1.5 Committee requests that officers take the above into 
consideration before bringing the recommendations (in principle) 
for Year 2 of this programme to committee.” 

 
9.6   By Councillor Staniforth - Ending the Use of Fossil-Fuel Powered 

Leaf Blowers 
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“Committee notes: 

1.    That a 2011 study found that using a fossil-fuel leaf 
blower for 30 mins emits more carbon than a pick-up truck 
driving from Texas to Alaska. 

2.    That globally cities such as Portland have banned fossil-
fuel powered leaf blowers. 

3.    That using leaf blowers outside of keeping paths clear of 
debris is damaging to biodiversity. 

4.    That fumes such as those from fossil-fuel powered leaf 
blowers have been linked to an increase in the risk of 
cancer, heart disease and asthma. 

Committee therefore: 

5.    Requests a report to culture and communities within 2 
cycles detailing options for: 

5.1 The council ending its own use of fossil-fuel powered 
leaf blowers. 

5.2 The council ensuring its contractors do not use fossil-
fuel powered leaf blowers. 

5.3  The council banning or regulating the use of fossil-fuel 
leaf blowers within   the city of Edinburgh.” 

10. Resolution to Consider in Private 
 
10.1   The Committee, is requested under Section 50(A)(4) of the Local 

Government (Scotland) Act 1973, to exclude the public from the 
meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that 
they would involve the disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Paragraphs 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Act. 

 

 

11. Private Reports 
 
11.1   Future Event Bidding Opportunity – Report by the Executive 

Director of Place 
313 - 318 

Nick Smith 
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Service Director, Legal and Assurance 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Val Walker (Convener), Councillor Lezley Marion Cameron, Councillor Fiona 
Glasgow, Councillor Dan Heap, Councillor Finlay McFarlane, Councillor Amy McNeese-
Mechan, Councillor Max Mitchell, Councillor Marie-Clair Munro, Councillor Hal Osler, 
Councillor Alex Staniforth and Councillor Edward Thornley 

Information about the Culture and Communities Committee 

The Culture and Communities Committee consists of 11 Councillors and is appointed 
by the City of Edinburgh Council.  

This meeting of the Culture and Communities Committee is being held in the City 
Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh and virtually by Microsoft Teams.  

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact 
Daniel Baigrie, Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, Business Centre 2.1, 
Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG,  Tel 0131 529 4264, email 
daniel.baigrie@edinburgh.gov.uk / louise.p.williamson@edinburgh.gov.uk. 

A copy of the agenda and papers for this meeting will be available for inspection prior to 
the meeting at the main reception office, City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh. 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 
committees can be viewed online by going to the Council’s online Committee Library. 

Live and archived webcasts for this meeting and all main Council committees can be 
viewed online by going to the Council’s Webcast Portal. 

Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 
Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 
of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under current Data Protection legislation.  We 
broadcast Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the 
public to observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be 
retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, 
for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 
Council’s internet site. 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieDocHome.aspx?bcr=1
https://edinburgh.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
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Generally the public seating areas will not be filmed. However, by entering the Council 
Chamber and using the public seating area, individuals may be filmed and images and 
sound recordings captured of them will be used and stored for web casting and training 
purposes and for the purpose of keeping historical records and making those records 
available to the public.  

Any information presented by individuals to the Council at a meeting, in a deputation or 
otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 
record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 
until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 
other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 
part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 
storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 
damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 
(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 
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